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Winter 2009 University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

In a remote area along Ecuador’s southern border with Peru 
sits the community of Santiago.  This region is home to the 

indigenous Shuar people, some of whom also live across the border in Peru, where they are known as Wampis. 
These people’s access to healthcare and basic services is very limited because their region is so isolated, and 
relations between the Shuar and Wampis have been contentious in the past. The Ecuadorian nonprofit Fundación
Natura, with support from the Ecuadorian Development Bank and Ecuador’s Vice Minister of Water and 
Sanitation, has worked in the region for several years to reconcile these two peoples and improve living conditions 
for them.  After discussions with UNC SPH alumnus Alfredo Cueva, Fundación Natura has asked Okun EWB to 
assist in expanding a health clinic and constructing a “House of Peace” to give Shuar and Wampi travelers a place 
to stay in Santiago while they go to the clinic. A reconnaissance trip is being planned for Spring Break. For more 
information, contact Bonnie Lyon: lyonb@email.unc.edu.

In summer 2008, students from Okun EWB and Duke University installed a water transmission and distribution system 
in Ciudad de Dios, a small community located in the Moche Valley of Peru. The improved water system included a 
springbox, 3 km of pipe (mainly PVC), and numerous household connections. In addition to construction, EWB 
students worked with local citizens to form a water committee to oversee operations and maintenance of the 
system. Prior to this project, limited water supply had forced citizens to transport their water from nearby irrigation 
ditches well outside of town, and prevented Peru's Ministry of Education from providing a teacher to the village school. 
With construction now complete, Okun EWB hopes to help the Ciudad de Dios water committee build its institutional 
capacity by gaining the recognition of regional government, with the ultimate goal of a government teacher for the 
village. In addition, students plan to assist the water committee in establishing accounting practices and codifying 
maintenance responsibilities. UNC's Dr. Brian Billman, who has worked in the community for many years, is now 
working with Okun EWB to assemble a small team of fluent Spanish speakers to travel to Ciudad de Dios this summer 
and act as liasons between the water committee and regional authorities.
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The Solar Mexico team is currently in the final phases of determining 
which candidate project to undertake this summer.  Three projects are 
under consideration:
• Water pumping- Olivo, Hidalgo, Mexico: The town of
Olivo hopes to establish an olive tree growing business. If
successful, the youth of the community will be able to make enough
money in town to avoid having to travel to the United States. With our 
help, the residents of Olivo will be able to dig a well and transport water
to the olive trees with solar electric water pumps. 
•Adventure Park-Hermosillo, Hidalgo, Mexico: In order to profit from 
their beautiful countryside, a co-op of 160 people have begun to build an 
eco-tourism park in Hermosillo. The community plans to run the eco-
tourism center as a means to boost their local economy and provide a 
viable living so that their youth will not need to go to the US. Currently 
the co-op has constructed 5 cabanas and a restaurant. EWB would 
assist the co-op with supplying solar-electric power to the cabanas. 
•Solar-Electric Home Installation: EWB also has the option to perform 
more solar panel installations on individual homes. As the team makes a 
final decision on their project they are also applying for several grants in 
order to fund the endeavors.
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EWB continues working with local communities to provide technical support on environmental and water and 
sanitation issues. We are beginning a collaboration with the Rogers-Eubanks Neighborhood Association (RENA), 
which represents the interests of a community next to the Orange County landfills. For years, this community has been 
faced with several groundwater and air quality related issues associated with the landfills. EWB is starting a discussion 
with RENA and its collaborators at UNC to explore the need and potential for technical assistance in solving these 
issues. To get involved, please contact Joel Sholtes (jsholtes@email.unc.edu) for more information about this 
effort. Please also visit RENA's website at: http://rogersroad.wordpress.com/2008/09/
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There exists great potential in Moldova to improve the quality of life in 
rural communities.  Water, sanitation, and hygiene are all possible 
vehicles for improvement.  Based on information gathered on the 
reconnaissance mission to Moldova over fall break, sanitation in
schools is the mechanism Okun EWB is currently targeting to aid in 
improving child health.  The unsanitary latrines at rural schools pose a 
great health risk to all people who use them and may even be 
contaminating surrounding water sources.  Flush toilets are not 
available for students at the two schools visited; rather both had 
outside pit latrines 20-30 m from the school.  These facilities were filthy 
and in need of repair.  A team of students and professionals involved 
with Okun EWB are currently working on a project to build ventilated 
pit latrines at one of these schools.  They have submitted a new project 
application to EWB-USA and are currently gathering information for a 
pre-assessment application.  They plan on traveling to Moldova this 
summer for an assessment trip, with the intent to build in the summer 
of 2010.  Some collaborative efforts between other UNC-CH 
departments, the Moldovan government, and other organizations such 
as UNICEF and the US Bilateral Affairs Office also exist. UNC SPH's
Department of Health Behavior and Health Education may be 
collaborating with Moldovan national and international entities to 
develop and evaluate a new health education curriculum and health 
education manuals for the nation’s schools.
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Okun EWB is teaming up with the School of Public Health Global Health 
Committee to organize a fundraiser run/walk, which will be held on 
campus on Saturday April 4, 2009. The race, “Run to Make Water Run: 
Think Global Run Local,” will cover a distance of 6 km, representing the 
average distance a woman must walk to search for water in Africa each 
day. Proceeds will benefit EWB’s efforts to improve access to drinking 
water, sanitation, and solar electricity both locally and in developing 
countries. Look for announcements regarding race registration soon.  
The 6K Committee is currently looking for volunteers to help with all 
aspects of the race: publicity, mapping, fundraising, registration, etc. If 
you are interested in helping out, please contact Joel Sholtes
(jsholtes@email.unc.edu) or Jennifer Chu (jchu@email.unc.edu). 
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Current Projects and Updates
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